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The Lancang—Mekong Digital Silk Road: Motivation and Prospects
XING Wei

( National Institute of International Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China )

Abstract: The Lancang—Mekong digital silk road, as the key component of the Belt and Road Initiative, is the important path for China
and Mekong countries to promote digital connectivity. In recent years, the construction of the Lancang—Mekong digital silk road has
made positive progresses. For instance, the strategic cooperation planning of the Lancang—Mekong river basin countries has been dee—
pened; the construction of digital infrastructure has been further developed; and the Lancang—Mekong cross—border e—commerce has
developed well. The cooperation motivation of the Lancang—Mekong digital silk road includes, the COVID-19 objectively requires the
development of digital economy; the main regional cooperation mechanisms contain positive factors; and the development of the Lan—
cang—Mekong digital economy is complementary. Moreover, there are also some challenging factors. The digital divide in the Mekong
countries still needs to be bridged; the Lancang—Mekong countries need to strengthen the connection of digital cooperation; and the
participation of foreign powers has also brought negative effects. Finally, China and the Mekong countries should actively face the chal—
lenges; and they should take the Lancang—Mekong cooperation mechanism as the platform, actively promoting the development strategic
docking, multi-level cooperation, talent development as well as coping with the influence of foreign powers, so as to actively promote
the construction of the digital silk road and the practice of a community with a shared future for mankind.

Keywords: digital silk road, the Belt and Road Initiative, digital economy, Lancang—Mekong Cooperation



